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Kelly Hancock

From: Frances Walsh <fwalsh@doc.govt.nz>

Sent: Wednesday, 4 September 2024 4:35 pm

To: Robert Rose

Cc: Andrew van Bussel; Sara Bell

Subject: RE: Pukepuke Lagoon

Kia ora Robert 

 

Thanks for your patience as we’ve considered how to move forward on this. Sara and I have discussed what we 

think needs to happen next. 

 

We understand that what you’d like to happen is that the suspension of concession WA-219 is lifted to enable 

you to undertake some remedial mechanical drain clearance. This would help prevent flooding of the 

neighbouring lands during future weather events. 

At this point we are not able to give you this, for the following reasons: 

- Your report describes a rise in the water level in 2018 which appears to have had an impact on the 

ability of the drain network to manage increased water flow during weather events. We are not sure 

what e,ect any clearance work will have on the lagoon environment because of the new water levels 

and don’t want to cause any irreversible harm by approving mechanical clearance without properly 

understanding impact. 

- Approval to lift the suspension needs to be agreed by the co-management group of Pukepuke Lagoon 

being DOC, Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa, Rangitāne o Manawatū and Ngāti Raukawa. The site visit could be a 

good place/time to start this conversation but in order for that to happen, it will be best for iwi to have 

access to the report that you’ve provided, beforehand. 

 

In terms of next steps: 

- I am happy to email iwi to give them a heads up that a report is coming from you, and I’ll give them the 

background of the flooding and what has been requested. 

- You then carry on with your iwi engagement (already being led well by you) by, prior to the site visit, 

sending out the report and making it clear that you’re looking for a specific outcome/decision to be 

made, or at least discussed, on the day. 

- And depending on what happens, we continue from there: 

o If there’s agreement for the suspension to be lifted, we’ll make that recommendation to our 

Ops Manager and go ahead with that action if approved. 

o If there’s no agreement, we’ll determine what’s needed and follow through. 

 

It’s useful to bear in mind that the current concession will expire at the end of November 2030 – how we 

manage this situation will have a bearing on any re-issue options. 

 

Please let me know if you’re okay with what I’ve proposed above. I’m sure the timing doesn’t sit well but we are 

not keen to rush anything at this stage. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Frances Walsh 
Ngāti Porou 

Ranger Community | Kaitiaki Ao Hāpori 
Palmerston North | Te Papaioea 
Mobile: +64 27 250 5593 
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From: Frances Walsh  

Sent: Wednesday, 28 August 2024 12:05 pm 

To: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Andrew van Bussel <Andrew.VanBussel@mdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: Pukepuke Lagoon 

 

Kia ora Robert 

 

Thanks for sending through the report. We’ll check it out and I’ll come back to you with next steps. 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

Frances Walsh 
Ngāti Porou 

Ranger Community | Kaitiaki Ao Hāpori 
Palmerston North | Te Papaioea 
Mobile: +64 27 250 5593 
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From: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Wednesday, 28 August 2024 11:28 am 

To: Frances Walsh <fwalsh@doc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Andrew van Bussel <Andrew.VanBussel@mdc.govt.nz> 

Subject: Pukepuke Lagoon 

 

Kia ora  Frances 

 

Sorry for the delays in getting this report to you.  

 

As discussed we are keen to meet to discuss this report so we can clarify the next steps. On this basis we will 

make ourselves available any time next week to work in with your schedule.  

 

We have tried to provide as much background as possible. With the exception of the eel numbers the 

information required under the concession has been provided in the attached report.   

 

If you have any questions about the report please don’t hesitate to call. 

 

Ngā mihi 

 

 

l Robert Rose l Senior Environmental Advisor - Strategic Planning 
l Manawatu District Council l  Private Bag 10001 l  Feilding 4743 l 
l P: (06) 323 0000 l F: 06 323 8711 l M: 027 2046181 l www.mdc.govt.nz l 

 

"Our people delivering great service to our community."  

 

This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the 

addressee(s) named above.  

If you are not an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use, 

dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message is prohibited. 
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If you have received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase all copies 

of the message and attachments. 

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily 

reflect the views of Manawatu District Council. 


